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An Unac-cepted Offer
Governor Smith has not vrith-

draawn or in any way modified his
offer to furnish a hall and divide
time if William Randolph Hearst
will meet him In joint debate, both
disputants being free to question
the other concerning his public and
private life.
And up to the hour of writing it

is not reported that Hearst has seen

fit to accept. The Hearst news¬

papers are coming out as usual, but
there is failure to reply to the in¬
teresting offer. Even the milk cam¬

paign shows sign of sourness. Can
it bo that the great desire to ex¬

tinguish the Governor has evap-,
orated? Can it be that the duty of
protecting the babies of New York
has been abandoned?

Hearst, whose agents have
boasted of the size and contents of
his scrapbook, has hitherto largely
enjoyed an immunity that travelers
accord to the polecat. But the
Governor is happily not sensitive to
smells, and his downright fashion
of meeting a pest has manifest
merits. If the joint debate does
not occur it is unlikely that a

Hearst attack will have sharp teeth
so far as one intended victim is
»oncerned. There is nothing quite
as flat as a bluff that is called.

The Reservation Programme
That the full list of fourteen

reservations Bketched by the Wash- j
ington correspondent of The Trib-
une will be adopted is, of course,
improbable. Some of them are un- j
desirable, some superfluous, some
indicate over-caution, and others
relate to matters coverable by legis-
lation.

Senator Lodge, it will be noted,
does not predict the acceptance of
the complete programme. His effo'rt
is to "protect the peace, safety,
sovereignty and independence of
the United States." The task is;
single.to "Americanize" the cove¬

nant; all the proposals which are
sound flow to the one end.
To the original four reservations

it seems proper to add one which
will relieve the United States of re¬

sponsibility for the Shantung ar¬

ticle and increase the likelihood of
a recession to China.
Not properly interpreting last

week's rejection of the Shantung
amendment, an agitation begins in
Japan to repudiate the informal
pledge to evacuate. Thus a further
reason is furnished why we should
express condemnation of the trans¬
fer to Japan. This of course does
r.ot mean any threat of war against
Japan, or any of her allies, as silly
persons have alleged, but merely re¬
iterates the old doctrine of the
open door associated with the names
of Roosevelt and Hay, whose valid¬
ity was admitted by Japan in the
Root-Takahira note.namely, that
China is not to be territorially vio¬
lated by any power.

The Shantung trouble did not
start at the peace conference, but
antedates it; nor is it the conse¬
quence of secret pacts. Its roots go
Lack to the Lansing-Ishii note, when
our government recognized that
Japan ha» special rights in China
because of propinquity exceptfor this blunder Japan would
scarcely have demanded at Paris a
cession by Germany. The way out is
to reestablish the "open door" prin¬
ciple, whose justice Japan has
acknowledged.
As to the reservation covering the

inequality sought to be corrected by
the Johnson amendment, few, not
even in Great Britain, will object.
All that seems necessary is a de¬
claration that the word "party," as
used in the covenant shall mean any
ration which is a diplomatic unity.
The effect of this would be that in
any dispute in which we were in¬
volved with her, Great Britain and
} er dependencies would stand aside,
leaving iu settlement to others, even
as we would.
The reservation» covering the field

of the Fall amendments seem un¬
desirable. No sufficient reason has
been advanced why we should be un-
represented on the international
commissions. Such representation
would be in accord *with American
precedent, and would have the merit
of habituating us to...international

concert and thus exert some influ¬
ence for peace.
To give Congress authority over

contributions to the expenses of the
League a reservation seems un¬
necessary. Public money can get out
cf the Treasury only after congres¬
sional appropriation. The making oí.
League delegates, like ambassadors,
subject to confirmation by the
Senate, would best bs covered by
law. The reservation safeguarding:
against any recognition of the white
slave traffic and validating the acts
of the custodian of alien property
may be regarded as superfluous.

It is not friendly to the reserva-

tion idea to urge the insertion of a

single item not required. To strain
to find loopholes would naturally give
the impression of a desire not to
ratify in good faith, and might tend
to arouse antagonism abroad.

An American Who Resigned
Recriminations are hardly in

order touching the late Viscount
Astor. America could not give this
wealthy and conservative citizen
what he wished in life, so he Went
elsewhere. We have no leisure
class in America. It is the genius
of the country to work and work
hard.or at least it was until the
present strike virus temporarily
infected certain portions of our

landscape. If you wish to loaf in
America you must do it in very sad
company indeed. !

It was not so in the old England,
and there are certain obvious sat-1
isfactions to be had in an at¬
mosphere where leisure can be
turned to decent and interesting
advantage. For one thing, such a
class makes for permanency and
tradition. It is part and parcel of
the continuity of England that en-1
courages such artistic and com-
fortable creations as family por-
traits, trees, turf, gardens and
houses to grow and ripen into a

mellow old age.
A democracy makes for swifter i

progress and more general well-
being; but it also makes for mucti

tearing down and rebuilding, for
change and chaos. Your stately
family mansion of 1870 is a hive of
stitchers at machines by 1900.
Whole suburbs are ploughed under
to sprout factories. Prairies turn
into cities. No man can plant or

build for his children with much
confidence that the community will
endure.or that his children will
retain enough of the. family fortune
to endure living in it.
We can prefer our own restless

levelings and believe whole-heart-
edly in them without blinding our

eyes to what' we miss and lose.
Viscount Astor won his heart's de¬
sire. In doing so he sacrificed all
that America offered. We can re¬

spect him for possessing the cour¬

age of his convictions and thank our

stars that America is America and
that we love it.with all its faults,

Turkey Getting Out of Hand
Little news has reached this coun¬

try about the remarkable doings of
the Congress of Erzerum, which re¬

cently set up a nationalist Turkish
government, with Mustapha Kemal
Pacha as its head. It has declared
its purpose to repudiate any treaty
which recognizes the independ¬
ence of Turkish Armenia or dis¬
members Turkey in Asia.
The congress declares the Armen¬

ian districts west of the old Russian
boundary line an indivisible unit, at¬
tached to the Ottoman state, and
that it is resolved to resist any Al¬
lied occupation or intervention on
behalf of the Armenians or the
Greeks, who desire to acquire sove-
reignty over parts of Asiatic Tur-

j key. The Christian populations in
Asia Minor are to remain under
Moslem rule. The congress, with a
robust sense of irony, ha« given this
eloquent assurance to the non-Mos-
lern inhabitants:

"We shall respect the rights ac¬

quired under the laws of the Otto¬
man Empire by the non-Mussulman
elements with whom we shall live
Bide by sidi». The safety of their
persons and property is guaranteed
by our religion and by our national
traditions, and it constitutes one of
the bases of our legislation. This
principle represents tho unanimous
conviction of the congress."
Under the benign laws and tradi¬

tions of the Turkish Empire thus
eulogized by the congress the Chris¬
tian Armenians have been almost ex¬

tinguished by massacre and starva¬
tion. To submit the remnant to
'Turkish rule would doom them to
further political and religious per¬
secution. But such subjection is

! aimed at by the Mustapha Kemal
provernment.
Mustapha Bey has the Hungarian

situation in mind. Ho counts on the
feebleness of the peace council at
Paris, He seeks to prevent any par¬tition of Turkey in Asia which will
extend north of Syria and Mesopo¬tamia or will reduce Ottoman Tur¬
key to the condition of a mandatary
state.
The long delay with the Turkish

treaty has thus raised serious ob¬
stacles to a peace settlement. Those
who talk enthusiastically of Amerl-
<an mandates for Constantinople,
Anatolia and Armenia underrate
the military and financial respon¬
sibilities which they would involve.
Asiatic Turkey is like the Balkans.
a hotbed of racial and religious ani¬
mosities. Its peoples are not tract¬

able and their primitive passion»
cloud any desire they may have for

tranquillity and economic progress.
They can be brought into the family
of nations and kept there only by
the sword. Is this job to be care¬

lessly assumed by the United
States?

_

The Living Roosevelt.
If no single stone were erected in

memory of Theodore Roosevelt he
would still be a living, vigorous and
inescapable force in American life.
Fifty years hence his phrases, his
philosophy, his example would still
bo green in memories, powerful to
influence the oncoming generations.

So the ceremonies of the present
week, the raising of funds, the form¬
ing of organizations, are not so

much to promote and perpetuate the
memory of one dead as to express
the emotion of those living, to utter
a message of dedication in behalf of
all who knew and loved a great
American.

There is nothing to see at Oyster
Bay, nothing save a very simple
American home.and a grave, little
adorned. Yet pilgrims have worn a

path to that ground by the hun¬
dreds and thousands. Upon such
human devotion is founded every
proposed memorial to Theodore
Roosevelt. His old home in New
York is forifcnately still standing;
Sagamore Hill will grow moro

precious with the years; the Roose¬
velt Foundation to preach Roosevelt
Americanism can give organized ex¬

pression to a creed that we all
share; a monument at Washington
may well symbolize the whole of our

sacred memory and faith. But it is
in the heart of each of us that the
true memorial stands, and it is from
the heart of each of us that these
outward and visible signs must
spring forth.

Let no man aid the Roosevelt
memorial who does not share the
Roosevelt faith. And let each who
gives remember that by that faith
works are more than marble and
everyday patriotism better than the
finest carven words.

Henry H. Curran
Henry H. Curran, Republican can-

didate for Borough President of
Manhattan, was in the Board of
Aldermen for six years. He was

Fusion majority leader of the Board
of Aldermen during the Mitchel
administration and under his guid¬
ance the building code was revised.
a tedious but important piece of
work. Probably few persons remem¬

ber that task, but many must re¬

member the Curran committee that
investigated the Police Department
and secured a living minimum wage
for first grade policemen. Mr. Cur-
ran has thus demonstrated to the
public fitness and efficiency.
The Tribune is qualified to speak

authoritatively about Mr. Curran's
qualifications, because he was a re¬

porter and copy reader on its staff
for two years.1899-11)00. He used
to edit "copy" that came from Al¬
bany. Later as a reporter for The
Tribune he "covered" ship news.
While employed on The Tribune he
attended New York Law School and
was admitted to the bar.
He was Republican candidate for

President of the Board of Aldermen
in 1916, but was defeated in a

close contest by Frank L. Dowling,
whose recent death created the va¬

cancy in the Borough Presidency
that, it is to be hoped, he is now to
fill.
Mayor Mitchel appointed him a

magistrate, and he has been engaged
in tempering justice with mercy
ever since, except for his absence on

military service, when he was deliv¬
ering shells to the enemy by the
crescent air route. He was a major
of artillery, with a creditable over¬

seas record.
Magistrate Curran was nominated

a little more than two weeks in ad-
vanee of the election, but has en-
tered into the contest with eagerness
and a conviction of victory.

Knowing the Orient
The Kipling dictum of the East

and West that never the twain shall
meet is vigorously controverted by
Julcan Arnold, American commer¬

cial attaché in China, in the Trans-
Pacific Magazine of Tokio. Mr.
Arnold thinks such a meeting is not
only inevitable but advisable.

Mr. Arnold censures the modern
American business men for neglect¬
ing advantage of opportunities. He
reminds them that the first foreign
consul to lie commissioned to China
was sent out by President Washing¬
ton in 1794,and that the American
flag was at one time more frequently
seen in Chinese waters than any
other foreign banner. This advan¬
tage was given up through the ob¬
session that America's future lay in
Europe rather than in Asia.
American ignorance of the East

particularly arouses the ire of ?.Ir.
Arnold. He declares that consuls in
China often receive manufacturers'
catalogues printed in Spanish, on
the presumption, apparently, that all
the world that does not speak Eng¬
lish and French must speak Spanish.
An American university recently
¡spent several years in quest of an

American sufficiently well versed in
Chinese to take the chair of Chinese
language and literature, but both
China and Japan could, with little

j trouble, find scores of their own na-
tionals capable of holding chairs of
American literature in their univor-
sities.
Long before Greece rose China

I knew an art and literature rivaling
that of the great Age of Pericles,

j but Mr. Arnold, setting aside the
claims of culture, pleads for a study
of this Oriental culture from a
utilitarian point of view. He advo-
cates the training of American
young men in the languages of the
Orient, not in schools here in the
United States but among the people
of China, of Japan and of Siberia. He
admits that the languages involved
probably are the most difficult in the
world for American tongues, but the
Germans before the war were not
dismayed and almost alone of all
the western peoples, their trade
seekers learned to speak Chinese. So
Germans bought hides cheaper by 15
per cent than could other foreigners
who dealt through compradores and
interpreters.
But two organizations from the

United States have appreciated the
value of knowing the language and
the customs of the country. These
are the American missionaries and
the largest single business organiza-
tion in China, the Standard Oil
Company. They have learned, as
Mr. Arnold points out, that business
in China is done over the teacup
rather than over the telephone. Mr.
Arnold's plan is for schools to be
established at Peking, Tokio and
Petrograd. Congress already has
provided for the training of six
young men at Tokio and ten at
Peking, but so little attention
has been paid that only two students
have been sent to Peking in the last
two years. Such indifference speaks
ill of our perception of the fate
that, whether we will it or no, is
pushing us into closer association
with the Orient.

The much-distracted Senator
Hitchcock, speaking of the calami¬
ties that will assail this country if
the other powers should reject our
reservations (they will not), says:

"We would lose Germany's acknowl¬
edgment of responsibility for the war."
In treaties signed with other

countries Germany would make such
an acknowledgment. Yet, so hav¬
ing confessed, Mr. Hitchcock holds
that her guilt would not be estab¬
lished until she confessed it again
to us. The treaty business is doubt¬
less confusing, but no good reason
exists why it should obfuscate
mental faculties altogether.

To Be Saved
To the Editor of The Tribuno.

Sir: "What shall we do to be
saved?" is an old question of the in-
diyiduelistic age, and it is forcing
itself upon the thinking people of this
.shall I say communistic?.age, or

would it be better to say nationalistic,
or even internationnlistic, age? Many
people these days are discussing intcr-
nationalism as though it blotted out
nptionalism, and nationalism as though
it were opposed to individual perfee-
tion, whereas from a true, broad view
we realize that the solidarity of the
human raco can exist with vigor only
if every nation is well organized and
vigorous, and a nation's strength de-
pends upon the vigor of the individual
in a broad, all-round development that
does not interfere with but contrib-
utes to harmonious action with others.

This is not a new view, but is held
by the few now as ever since One said:
"I came not to destroy, but to ful-
till." Union is the law of lifo. In
fact, probably the most comprehensive
and best definition of life is "Life is
that which organizes." Hence the or-

ganizations of labor and capital are in
the line of life. But sn organ is a

part of the body, which has a special
work to do, not for itself but. for the
body, and no organic or living thing
can be composed of selfish parts. The
biological law is that selfishness is
death and unselfish activity is life,
What, then, shall we do to be saved

from the strife and conflict of this in¬
dustrial unrest manifosted by the self-
iah actions of unions and corpora-
lions? Shall we hold aloof? Should
we not rather cast our lot among them
to uplift and guide, just as our nation
should cast in its lot with the other
nations of the world, "for better or for
worse"? If wc do not cast our lot with
them voluntarily as free* men we will
be cast among them as slaves.
Forward, then, brethren, whether

teachers, preachers, doctors, lawyers
all professions and groups! Unionize
and federate »A-ith all others and add
your bit to the betterment of all by fill¬
ing out the law, the law of life, the
organic body of Man.
Can any real Christian hesitate to

bear the stigma of his group because
they have low or selfish ideals? for we
are told Christ bore the sins of the
whole world.
"A little leaven leaveneth the whole

lump."
"lie that loseth his life shall save it,

and he that saveth his life símil lose
it." GEORGE DONALDSON.
Grantwood, X. J., Oct. 16, 1919.

Judging His Readers
(From Die I.ouiavltlc Courier-Journal)
Theodore Dreiser, author of novels

of sex, saya in an interview: "The
average American is, outside of busi¬
ness in which he oxeéis, the dullest
individual in the world." To sell widely
a novel must suit the average reader.
By the sales of his novels Mr. Dreiser
know«i his fellow-citizens!

Well and Good!
(From lh< Pittsburgh QatuUe-Timts)

Uncle Sam in starting a drive to en-
list 100,000 men in the navy. And the
war in over!

Prison Capacity
(From Th. Toledo Madel

It Is not a bad ides to find out how
many people the city prison will hold.

The Conning Tower
THE SONS OP MART

The Sons of Martha have not to worry.of
that their tetrarchs will take good
care

And they care not a whit for the Sos« of
Mary, what they must euffer or how
they fare. »

The Son» of Martha demand an increase (a
favorite indoor game that they play) ;

They spout and they riot until they win it.
and Mary's Sons are the lads that pay.

The Son» of Mary in all the ages have
dared the venture and taken the
chance ;

They explore earth'» riche» and plan the
bridges, invent the machinery, design
Ihe plants.

It in through them that on every workday
the Sons of Martha have work to do,

It (s through them that on every payday the
Son» of Martha get every «ou.

They say to the railway», "Be ye fashioned."
They say to the ships of the air, "Go,
fly."

They train the youth and they heal the
stricken : the tears of the mourner

they help to dry.
They draft the maps and they paint the

pictures ; they carve the statue ; the
speech they speak.

While the Sons of Martha are seeking solely
to do less labor for more per week.

The Son» of Mary their lives have given to
fight the fever and purge the filth ;

They craft the scion, they grow the blossom,
they keep the field» of the world in
tilth.

They write the book and they chant the
poem, they make the munie and dream
the dream :

They to the Truth bear unselfish witness :
they have the vision, they nee the
Gleam.

They do not preach (hat their only duties
are spreading dissension and going on

strike
They do not teach that it's square and de¬

cent to »camp their work as they
damn well like.

They aim to uphold a mind of fairness, not
class suspicion and social strife.

They, too, must think of making a living.
but they sometimes think of making
a life.

And the Sons of Martha CBteem this silly,
convinced that Fortune will yield
reward

To him that has the most brazen thorax,
the lightest head and the strongest
¦word.

This, it seems, is the sum of their Credo-.
this is the way their reasoning runs:

"Let's force the birthright, and seize the
blessing, and lay the burden on Mary's
Sons!" G. S. B.

l'util it is possible to understand the
words of an English operetta or opera,
say, in English, we shall not oppose
the performance of German opera in
German. Like Bunker Bean, we can
imagine nothing of less consequence.

The Guilty Feeling is what Old Art
Samuels feels, he says, when he reads
Dr. Berthold A, Baer's rhapsodies and
realizes he.Old Art, that is.is living.

To E. W. Hewe, Potato Hill, Kans.
Sir: Speaking, as you favorably were

Friday, of olrl Ed Howe, old Ed Howe,
speaking, as he was in this week's Post
(S. E.) of one Nato Salsbury, mentions him
ns on assistant to an Iceman. But for the
uneoinmonness of the name, and the un-
commonerness of the spelling, I should for¬
ever hold my peace; but being duly «worn
I depose and say that at all the times:
hereinafter mentioned, to wit, always, I
never have and am not and hope I never
»hall be associated with any iceman In
any professional capacity whatever, any-
thing hereinbefore, or herewlthout before
to the contrary notwithstanding. Sir. I
respectfully remain yours truly,

Nate Sals b cur.
(1st Baron Ireland.)

Dr. Hugh H. Young went to see the
President and cites an example of Mr.
Wilson's alertness. "Admiral Grayson
remarked to him," said Dr. Young,
"that he needed a barber. I remarked:
'Why not have the doctor shave you, as
they did in olden times when all sur¬
geons were barbers?' Whereupon the
President quickly remarked: 'They are
still barbarous.' "... It is all our
fault. We insisted on examples of the
President'« jocosity.

"Il ¡s a worthy cnuse," writes "An
Alumni" to the Dayton, O., Journal,
"especially as most of the alumni is
prosperous and able to contribute."
Perhaps Home of the $15,000.000 may
be applied to strengthening the English
and Latin departments.

Hymns of Hate
The guy who gets me sore,
1 truly must confess,
Is he who calls the war
The. "late unpleasantness."

C. S. J.
» . *

I've a rage that drives me almost blind
For "that makes me no never mind."

i MILDRED.
. * *

I never, never can forgive Lee;He always murmurs: "Absotivoly."
EFAR.

The queen's with me forever queered
Who sneaks of everything as "weird."

STURGY.

"He and his brothers were tailors,
and his brothers could handle the bulk
of their work, anyway. So Jim ran
for Marshal. . His duties as
Marshal were not pressing." . Ben
Ames Williams, in the Sutevepost."What were they?" asks Guth.
"Cleaning and sponging?"

Chocolate First, the Rest Nowhere
Sir: In laat week's Satevepost. Wallace

Irwin sets the hero of "Waste Motions" at
work on soda fountain statistics. And
lookiit whrit he brings forth "There were
fourteen customers at the curved m.-u-Me
counter. One lemon, three oranges, four
raspberries, one alleged stimulating brown
drink and five crushed pineapples." Nary a

strawberry, nor coffee, and of all thing'i
nary a chocolate I It wouldn't como out that
way once in u hundred years.

Vkbda Strlo.

In spite of the one-half of one per
cent law, effective after October 25, we
shall continue to write 2.75 per cent of
The Tower ourself.the percentageknown, a.s a contrib whose stuff is
crowded out says, as the kick.

Praying Man Always Wins, SaysMaynard..Tribune headline.
But suppose, M. L, F. postulâtes.

and this worried us during the war,too.there are two praying men?

. . . whom he charged struck him
on the head.

whom she chnrgi d kicked
her in the abdomen. Bronx Home
News.
The Bronx Whom News, more np-propriately.
"Poor as my work may be," con«

[.fosses Dr. Frank Crane, "I am not
trying to get a raise in salary by mak¬
ing my «utput loss and punker." Well,then, how?

From a threnody written in 1P0Í):
Hardly n man is now alive
Who remembers the restful 2.76.

F. P. A.

ThePlebisciteinLuxemburg
By Frank H. Simonda

OBSCURED by the events which!
at the moment command atten¬
tion both in the domestic and,

foreign fields, the decision of Luxem¬
burg on its recent plebiscite to enter
into economic alliance with France,
while preserving its dynasty and there¬
fore its political independence, has a

significance which should not be over¬
looked. On the historic, political and
economic side, this popular vote may
have farreaching consequences.
For the moment, with the military

events of recent years in mind, it is
the military meaning of the decision
which will claim first attention. Lux¬
emburg, a little state, smaller than
Rhode Island, commands one of the his¬
toric routes" of invasion from the north.
By it many armies have come down into
France in all the remoter past, and by
it the ni-my of the German Crown
Prince entered France in August, 1914.

Bismarck's Play-
As a more or less disguised pro¬

tectorate of Germany, a member of the
German Customs Union, with its rail¬
roads under German control, Luxem¬
burg was a grave menace to France. As
far back as 1806, when Germany
crushed Austria, Napoleon III had made
a vague bargain with Prussia by which
in return for French neutrality in the
Austrian war France should annex

Luxemburg, hut Bismarck merely
played with Napoleon, and after he had
conquered Austria he refused to fulfill
his promise, and since Napoleon was not
prepared to fight Luxemburg remained
under German control.
From 1871 onward Germany has

steadily increased its influence in the
little duchy, despite the fact that the
population was wholly French in its
sympathies and as anti-Prussian as th«
people of Alsace-Lorraine. When tht
World War broke out almost the first
German move was to send some troops
into Luxemburg to seize the railroads
This was easy, since the whole rail
way system was administered by Ger
mans. Without opposition from th«
Luxemburg army, three hundred strong
but in the face of a formal protes
of the Grand Duchess, Luxembur¡
passed undar German military contro
and remained there until the armistio
of "November 11, 1918.

A Hopeless Defense
This seizure enabled the German

to strike directly at French territorj
and the great army of the Germa;
Crown Prince presently came dow
through Luxemburg, once a great fort
ress, now an open town, crossed th
French frontier near Longwy, an ol
fortress which made a gallant, but hop«
less defence, and then drove throug
Montmedy, across the Meuse at Stenaj
and thence southward to the region frot
which they were expelled by Per:;hing:
army four years later.

It. was this advance which put Verdu
in jeopardy in 1914 and again in 191«
It was this open gateway that enable
the Germans to seize the Lille-Met
railway, which was their main line c
communication between their caster
and western armies for four years. Bi
more than this, had the French, instes
of the Germans, seized Luxemburg i

the outset of the war the great, offei
sive through Belgium would have bee
impossible. So long as Luxemburg wt
in French hands the German armi«
in Lorraine and in Belgium would ha^
been separated, the rear and' commun
cations of each threatened. Before th
advance which ended at the Man
could have begun Luxemburg wou
have to fall, and this meant weeks
delay when days were of vital impo
tance.

French Frontiers
Now that France has regained Alsac

Lorraine, thus obtaining the gre
fortress of Metz and Stmssbui
and the defensive lines of the Rhin
the Sarre and the Moselle, Luxembu:
becomes the final link in her chain
defensive armor against any new Ge
man offensive. The vote of the peop
of Luxemburg to throw in their lot, <
the economic side, with tho French R
public means that Franco will repla
Germany in control of the Luxembu
railways, which have always been a

ministored in close conjunction wi
those of Alsace-Lorraine, now Fren

also, and French customs frontier» will
begin at the Luxemburg frontier, so far
a» Germany is concerned. ,

Thus, if war comes again, the Ger¬
mans, restricted in a measure at least
by the provisions of the Treaty of Ver¬
sailles, forbidding them to erect fortifi¬
cations or concentrate troops west of
the Rhine, cannot repeat, their exploit
of 1914 and gain control of Luxemburg
even before a declaration of war. On
the contrary, they must expect to find
the French in control long before their
troops can make any considerable ad¬
vance beyond the Rhine. It probably
means that the first engagements, at
the very least, will take place in Ger¬
man territory.

Belgian Defenses
More than this, with Luxemburg no

longer in German control and with the
districts of Malmedy and Eupen in
their own possession as a result of the
Treaty of Versailles, tho Belgians will
be able to defend themselves against
any German attack not about Liège,
but at their own frontier and along the
admirably defensible positions of the
Ardennes. They will also have control
of the ends of the strategic railways
and roads built by the Germans before
the last war for exactly the invasion ol
Belgium which actually followed the
declaration of war.

A Lessened Danger
Finally, and this is the greatest of all

advantages, the French and Belgian
armies would be able, given these ad¬
vantages, to hold out on the line of tht
Ardennes, the Sarre and the Rhine un-
til British armies, and even American
if we accept the treaty guaranteed
France against German attack, couk
arrive in Europe.that is, on the Conti

inent. Thus the danger of terrible in
vasion which has hung over France visi
bly and over Belgium only less patenth
for nearly half a century is material^
reduced.

If Germany ventures upon a new at
tack upon France she will in all humai
probability eliminate Belgium from he
calculations, because the various change
In frontier, particularly the changes a
to Luxemburg, abolish all chanco of
swift penetration to the plains of north
ern France. But if she is thus com

pelled to abandon the Belgian route
she will be restricted to the very nar
row front between the Ardennes an
the Rhine, covered by the Sarre, th
Moselle and the Meuse rivers, by th
fortresses of Metz, Verdun and Toul-
in a word, to that front on which sh
made no substantial gain whatever i
the last war except where her seizur
of Luxemburg enabled her to turn th
whole French system of defenses b«
tween Belgium and Switzerland.
A ISetc Verdun

Given the circumstances oî conteur

porary warfare, it is inconceivable tha
such a prospect could tempt the Germa
peoples and the German military con

mand, since the French, with inferic
numbers, to be sure, would still posses
sufficient divisions to defend so narro
a front indefinitely, while the natun
obstacles would make the German ta>
costly beyond words -a new Verdu
infinitely expanded, and Verdun wi
long remain a name of evil omen

Germany.
Small, therefore, as the Luxembui

plebiscite may ¡seem at the moment wh«
Flume is to the fore and America
political contests lili the press of th
country, it has a farreaching impo
Unco, since it bars one more road
France and removes a very considere!)
number of the chances of success fro
any new German attack upon the Fren<
Republic, while at the same time
gives Belgium a promise of safety n
possessed in 1014. In fact, that situ
tion now returns to tho condition
the period of Louis XIV, when Luxei
burg was occupied by a French garriso
That the people of Luxemburg shou

have made the decision for France
hardly surprising. Unquestionably th
would have preferred a safe e:iclusi<
from Franco-German affaira, but tl
events of 1914 showed that this was ii
possible, and as between France ai
Germany there never has been ai
doubt as to the sympathies and prefe
enees of the people of this tiny state.
(Copyright. 1919, by McOlure's Newspaj]

Syndicate,

A Masterpiece
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Now that Ding and Briggs and
F. P. A. have hud their shares of eulogy
in your columns perhaps you can

spare a little space in which to praise
an unsigned writer.
Who he is, this anonymous reporter,

¡ do not know.he may he a star or a
cub. What I do know is that he is *i

Writer.and, ir. my opinion, is as much
of an artist as almost any producer
of signed fiction current in the maga¬
zines.

His story of the robbery of the Ro¬
se ¡le Hank, on the last page of The
Tribune to-day, recms to me a master¬
piece of news writing. It is fresh,
"lear, picturesque and witty, with no
aerifico, of news to mere smartness,
and in construction is remarkably in-
genious. His characterizations are so
.trse and strong that I am sure the
author will not long remain unknown
io more creativa work. Will ycu he
kind enough to give him my congratu¬
lations? GELETT BURGESS.
New York, Oct. 17, 1918.

The Human Drift
(From The Louisville Courier-Journal)
Every city is "jammed to the

guards.'.' There still is room in the
rural districts, where many houses
lind millions of acres aro idle, but
»very on«) wants running water, elec¬
tric light«, vacuum cleaner», picture
shows, shorter hour«, higher wage»,
vegetabloH delivered at tho back door,
etc.

Fair Praise
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: We often hear complaints about
the subway and "L" employes; it is but
fair to recognize their worth, when
they deserve it.

Yesterday, while waiting for a train
c:i the Ninth Street Station of the
rihird Avenue "L," 1 left my purse ly-
:;ip- on a bench. I discovered my loss
shortly after boarding the train, hut
ic was too late to get off then. I told
the brakeman about it and he ad ised
mo to get off at thû next station Four¬
teenth Street) and speak to the ticket
agent there. I did so, and the ager'
immediately telephoned to the Ninth
Street Station.and the purse was re¬
covered.
The purse wa? a valuable one and

contained a sum of money ($10), be¬
sides a gold watch, a silver powder puff
box, keys and important papers.
Both of the ticket agents were most

courteous, and, when T expressed mythanks, insisted that the;, had merelydone their duty. I realizo thnt I owed
the recovery of tho purse to their
quickness, efficiency and honesty.
New York, Oct. 17, 1019. H. W.

Who Is a Foreigner?
To the Editor of Tho Tribune.

Sir: Will you kindly tell me "Who
Is a foreigner?" 1 moan, what kind of
people ¡¡re foreigners? I am a reader
of Tho Tribune and I urn sura that
you'll tell me the truth about it.

, E. EGERMAIER.| Spring Lake, K. J.t Oct. 1, 1B1Ï.

Ton-for-Ton
By William C. Dreher
Berlin Correspondent of

The Tribune

BERLIN, Sept. 20..The "Yearbookofthe North German Lloyd," whichhas just been issued, does notmake pleasant reading for Germans.Tn it they learn that all the oexan-go-ing tonnage of this once powerful lin»
was turned over to the Allies in Marchand April; all that is left is ontschoolship. the Duchess Cecilie, whichis still in Chilean waters. Then thereremain the small passenger steamer».that ply between Bremerhaven andbathing resorts on the North Sea and
a number of tugs and tenders. Owjngto the loss of the big ocean liners andthe prospective loss of steamers still
under construction the company has
been compelled to dismiss a large part
of its officers and seamen, and it is
trying to find other employment for
them.
The Yearbook contains a strikingarticle by Director Heineken on der-

man shipping and the peace treatywhich will interest American readers,
He writes as follows:

German lllnsions
"Daily observation shows that a

majority of our people do not yet un¬
derstand the scope of the pesce treaty,

. . . In wide circles the illusion
appears to be cherished that our ene¬
mies are probably not so serious in
their purpose to destroy as appear-
anees indicate. Nothing could be more
dangerous than that, and our complet«
breakdown would be unavoidable if we
rush blindfold into our misfortune.
Only a clear recognition of our dread¬
ful position can preserve us from still
worse disappointments, only the con¬
sciousness that our salvation lie« sole-
ly and alone in our own strength and
efficiency, and that, we therefore have
every reason to present a united front
against a!! those destructive powers
which are quite indifferent to the
future of our country and are.seeking
exclusively their own advantage.

"In this getting together of all who
are resolved to cooperate in the re¬
cuperation of Germany it is indispen¬
sable that we get rid of a feeling of
distrust for our own people. . . .

Wc must at length learn to admit the)
good faith of our opponents in politi¬
cal, economic and social matters.a
thing that we too often forgot in the
natural heat of the struggle during th«
past months. . . .

Ton-for-Ton
"Even to-day Germans not in close

touch with shipping affairs are appar¬
ently not clear in their mmas as to
what the peace terms signify for Ger¬
many's future maritime position in the
world. It would be foolish to deny
that the ton-:or-ton principle iigorous-
ly carried out in the treaty has slruek
German shipping to the heart.
"From the destruction of the entire

German economic structure, üs stipu¬
lated by the peace document, '. e in¬
struction of our shipping toll«.«- s as a

raturai result. Besides those para¬
graphs in the treaty that refer direct;
ly to shipping the la^jer H so str«mgly
affected indirectly by a whole ¡»eries of
other parag'/aphs that it ¡? difficult as

yet to decide which category, in it»
iinal effect, will prove more disastrous
to the German shipping interests.
Among those indirect influences must
be reckoned the cessions of territory
which, by diminishing the number of
shipyards, ironworks and coai ¡ntnes,
reduce the capacity of our shipbuild¬
ing industry. The indirect influence of
these cessions is very considerably cn-

hanced through the transfer of Ger-
man railways to foreign ownership, as

well as the further fact that shipping
on the Rhine passes partly, that un the
Vistula wholly, under foreign control.
"Moreover, the loss of industries es-

tablished in other districts i potash
mines in Alsace, textile factories and
ironworks in Lorraine and Luxemburg)
means considerable damage to our

shipping, which is deprived of cargo
by the diversion of business from Ger¬
man to foreign ports ani ships, for
those industries will without doubt
transfer their import and export busi¬
ness to Antwerp or French ports. Un¬
der this heading fall also the enor¬
mous material losses imposed upon
Germany through her ron une at ion of
all foreign possessions and rights^ o.

indemnity claims for damag caused
by the Entente, of appeals a<;ainíU en¬

emy prize court judgments in conflict
with international law; and, finally,
through the stipulation th it ;«'.! Ger¬
man credit balances abn a ! i W omy
to be reckoned at the rates ot ex¬

change prevailiii'j- before the v-«r. Ger¬
many will be robbed of a'! its oversea
wharves an«! docks for shipping.

Preferential Rights
"Furthermore, when German fcte'gti

trade is excluded from activity»
when all preferential rights, suvsn-
tages und concessions that Gerratw
h»'ld in C'n.v:. ait- «lee tred null *nC
void, when German rights d clai**
in Siam, L.bei in, Mor ""87?*
are brushed aside, whet German P11'
vate ¡."operty in those la is !>Qu;"
dated, when finally the :- servi**
outside of Germany ab olutel> ne***"
i-ary to us is restricted through d"
seizure of the German cablet the I*
suit of all thes- st.nn'.ition is th*-
the great German si ipping compatt»**
are the chief sufferer*.
"There run* as ;« >..«.«! thread thro«**

the entire treaty the contrad Ctlon &*"
tween two different tendel ties "W*
claim for indemnitii a- fl the effe»
ever and again recurring, permanent»
to paralyse the Gcrmrn competlt**
Which was fell to be troublesome »nd
the German commercial vessels Í*'1
prey to that effort."

Work.The Staff oí Ufe
(Bv .'«'An /.'..-..

.,If you want knowledge, you must »»

for It; if food, you must toi! M m
and if pleasure, you muât toll for 'J
Toil ia the law. J


